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To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov - - - O
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 27-28, 2018

Date: Friday, December 28, 2018 9:04:48 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments during the past two days of monitoring included a study indicating Australia's
delays in approving GM canola have had negative environmental and economic impacts.

e The Western Producer reported a study by researchers from the University of Saskatchewan and SGA Solutions
used Canadian GM canola data to estimate how much the 10-year delay cost Australia, finding a net loss of 1.1
million tons, costing $485.6 million in Australian dollars. The study found the delay caused additional inputs
totaling 6.5 million kilograms to be applied and a release of 24.2 million kg in additional greenhouse gas
emissions. See more

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: Your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent on Wednesday, Jan. 2, when the regular
schedule will resume. Please visit the monitoring portal for updates.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Africa items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 22-26, 2018
Date: Wednesday, December 26, 2018 9:05:57 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments during the holiday monitoring included Argentina nearing a decision that could
make it the first to approve genetically modified wheat. German media reported rapeseed containing traces of
unauthorized GM rapeseed has been distributed throughout the country. Commentary continued on the U.S.
Department of Agriculture's biotech disclosure rules.

e Argentine news sites and NGOs expressed concern over the government's recent approval of a GM potato and
pending decision on commercializing drought-tolerant wheat. An editorial in El Ancasti said the decisions place
profitability over public health. Santiago del Solar, chief of staff for the secretary of agribusiness, noted that GM
wheat would be highly disruptive to trade markets and is nearly impossible to completely segregate from
conventional wheat. Del Solar said the agency would not endanger the country's export of 20 million tons of
wheat. See more

e German media reported about six tons of rapeseed with traces of unapproved, glyphosate-tolerant rapeseed have
been distributed to at least 10 German states. Some of the seed has been planted, and German authorities said
the seed and plants must be destroyed, with farmers receiving compensation. The GM rapeseed is identified as
Bayer's Dekalb GT73 variety. The NGO Keine-Gentechnik said French authorities also discovered trace amounts of
the GM rapeseed in conventional seed. See more

e Agricultural groups, politicians, media and NGOs continued to comment on the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
recently released GMO labeling regulations. U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree of Maine criticized the rules as "an insult to
consumers," accusing the USDA of launching a pro-GMO marketing campaign. Capital Press reported several NGO
leaders called the rules misleading for consumers. The regulations received praise from several agricultural
groups, including the American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Corn Growers Association, the National
Council of Farmer Cooperatives and the American Soybean Association. See more

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: Your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent on Friday, Dec. 28, before the regular schedule
resumes on Wednesday, Jan. 2. Please visit the monitoring portal for updates.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Europe

Commentary: German NGO Keine-Gentechnik notes German farmers planted rapeseed with traces of GM
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider

Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with
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Constant Contact

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 21, 2018
Date: Friday, December 21, 2018 9:03:08 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments in today's monitoring included continued commentary on the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's biotech disclosure regulations.

e Stakeholders continued commenting on the USDA's newly released GMO labeling rules. Biology Fortified's
Anastasia Bodnar deemed them confusing, pointing out the rules acknowledge GMOs are safe and the labels are
for marketing purposes. A Non-GMO Project blog objected to exemptions for processed ingredients and gene-
edited products. Consumer Reports said the rules prevent easy identification of GMOs. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items

Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

More Africa items

Asia

000008



2019-FAS-03111-F

More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : -
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The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom

they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov
Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 20, 2018
Date: Thursday, December 20, 2018 9 03:14 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments in today's monitoring included the U.S. Department of Agriculture releasing its
GMO labeling regulations. The European Parliament announced its agriculture and environment committees will meet
to discuss the European Court of Justice decision on gene editing. And there was new promotion of a study by
Ghanaian scientists finding that commercializing GM cowpea would add millions of dollars to the country's economy.

e Media and stakeholders reported and commented on the new USDA labeling rules for GM products. The Wall
Street Journal reported Grocery Manufacturers Association general counsel Karin Moore said the USDA "made a
sound decision to empower industry to give (consumers) more information about the products they consume."
Anti-biotech NGOs criticized the rules, noting the regulations don't take effect until 2022, do not require GMO-
derived products to be labeled and allow QR code use. Food and Water Watch executive director Wenonah Hauter
said the rules "intentionally confuse consumers" by using the term "bioengineered" rather than the more familiar
"GMO." See more

e The European Parliament's agriculture and environment committees will meet Jan. 7 to exchange views on the EU
court's decision on regulating new breeding techniques. The announcement noted the decision would allow only
large companies to invest in such techniques and "does not provide the necessary regulatory clarity needed by EU
researchers, innovators and academics." See more

¢ Ghanaian journalists writing for the Cornell Alliance for Science reported a study concluded releasing a new
variety of GM cowpea would increase the area's economy by $52 million by 2025. The study also found that a
five-year delay in approval would mean a loss of $35 million for Ghana. Savannah Agric Research Institute
scientists have completed field trials on the Bt cowpea and are expected to apply for commercial release soon.
See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

more than 1 missions in November
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M 0 iait
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.
Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

=

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 19, 2018
Date: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 9:03:34 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments in today's monitoring included reporting on the Nigerian government's approval for
farmers to cultivate GM cowpeas.

e Nigeria's The Guardian reported the federal government approved GM cowpeas following nine years of field trials.
National Biosafety Management Agency Director-General Rufus Ebegba noted the new technology faced suspicion
and concerns. Ebegba said, "We would not fail in the discharge of our responsibility in the area of safety to
humans in regulation of application, handling and use of GMOs." Media also reported anti-biotech NGOs led by
Health of Mother Earth Foundation met with press to denounce the approval and called on the government to ban
GM food imports and cultivation "due to their health risks." Richard Olafare, president of the Seed Entrepreneur
Association of Nigeria, said the seed industry would not accept GMOs from foreign lands and that any GM crop
should be domestically produced. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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ask for ban on use of agrochemicals, aerial and transgenic fumigations in Yucatan Peninsula, want
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More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
shae johnson@v-fluence com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

joe. v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2005

v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

=

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 18, 2018
Date: Tuesday, December 18, 2018 9:01:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments in today's monitoring featured an Argentina regulatory exemption of Intrexon-
AquaBounty GE tilapia and an escalation in the GMO debate in Nigeria.

¢ Animal biotechnology was a popular topic in today's reporting. The Washington Post reported on advances in
research with gene-edited animals, noting Charles Long of Texas A&M University plans to move parts of his
research to Brazil, where the regulatory path is more certain. The coverage coincided with a National Association
of State Departments of Agriculture news release on its plan to make a regulatory framework on animal
biotechnology a top policy goal for 2019. In related news, Intrexon and AquaBounty announced Argentina's
National Advisory Commission on Agricultural Biotechnology (CONABIA) granted a regulatory exemption for
development of a gene-edited tilapia, FLT 01, citing it as the first gene-edited animal to receive a regulatory
exemption due to its designation of non-GMO (see more).

e It was an active day on biotech issues in Nigeria. There was continued coverage of a recent biotech media
training roundtable that featured comments from experts on the importance of Nigeria's embrace of
biotechnology. Cornell Alliance for Science amplified warnings by the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria's
(ARCN) Yarama Ndirpaya that Nigeria will be worse off if it fails to embrace new technologies of the gene
revolution (see more). Nigeria news outlets also covered a demonstration Monday by a coalition of anti-GM
groups that are issuing a public denouncement of Nigeria's unchecked admission of GM crops and products. The
group is calling for nullification of all GMO permits already granted and a review of Nigeria's biosafety law (see
more).

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

joe.scott@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with
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Constant Contact

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 17, 2018
Date: Monday, December 17, 2018 9 02:53 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments in today's monitoring included Australia's final report on its gene technology policy
and media reports announcing Catherine Geslain-Laneelle as the French government and European Union nominee to
be the next director of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

e Australia's Department of Health published the final Third Review report of the National Gene Technology
Scheme, reflecting stakeholder feedback from the consultation period that occurred over the past six months. The
report presents 27 recommendations, including guidance that advances in gene technology, such as synthetic
biology, continue to remain within the scope of the scheme. The review recommends that an action plan be
agreed upon by the Legislative and Governance Forum on Gene Technology. Discussions may take place at the
8th Office of the Gene Technology Regulator National Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) Forum scheduled
for March 28-29. See more

e Agence France-Presse reported France and the European Union are submitting a single applicant to lead the FAO.
Geslain-Lanéelle, who led the European Food Safety Authority from 2006-2013, is cited as having experience
dealing with biotech decisions, among other agricultural and environmental issues. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

000021



2019-FAS-03111-F

More Asia items

mmen : nka Becheva of Frien f the Earth Eur Wri for EurActiv lieves E

Latin America

000022



2019-FAS-03111-F

like synbio continue to remain within the of the Schem
M - ia it

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus

database calendar community

More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture

agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

joe.scott@v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2005

v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 14-16, 2018
Date: Sunday, December 16, 2018 9:26:16 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included a study that found organic farming has greater impact
on global warming than conventional farming. An International Food Policy Research Institute paper concluded
adopting GM cowpea and GM rice would have a multimillion dollar impact on Ghana's economy. Gilles-Eric Seralini
maintains the latest study that contradicts his 2012 research on rats was not long enough to show damage.

e The scientific journal Nature published a study by researchers from Sweden's Chalmers University and U.S.-based
Princeton University that concluded organic farming has a greater impact on climate change than conventional
farming due to organic's lower yields. Sputnik reported the principle applies to virtually all agricultural branches,
such as beef cattle raised with feed grown using fertilizer and pesticides. See more

e An IFPRI discussion paper found that approving and releasing GM cowpea and GM rice for cultivation in Ghana
would have multimillion dollar benefits. Paul Boadu, research associate for Forum for Agricultural Research, said
climate change is impacting the country's current rice variety and reducing yields, but the GM rice, which is
nitrogen-efficient, would generate more yields and increase farmers' incomes. See more

e Seralini denounced the National Institute for Agriculture Research study that contradicted his study released in
2012 claiming GM corn caused cancer in rats. The six-month INRA study found no metabolic changes in the rats.
It is the latest independent study with similar findings. Franceinfo reported Seralini said his study also would not
have found impacts if it had been stopped after six months. Alerte Environnement criticized Seralini for defending
his "pseudo study alone against the entire scientific community." Le Monde's Stéphane Foucart reported the study
"is the epilogue of the "Seralini affair." See more _

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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to regenerative farming

Latin America

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =
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The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom

they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 13, 2018
Date: Thursday, December 13, 2018 9 01:24 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting amplifying a study from France's National Institute of
Agricultural Research (INRA) that found GM corn had no adverse health impacts on rats. U.S. House committee
leaders are pushing to deny funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture to regulate cell-based protein.

e French and international media reported INRA study revealed a six-month diet of GM corn had no health impact
on rats, contradicting research by Gilles-Eric Seralini. Agence France-Presse reported the study was done by
the public research consortium, within the framework of the Risk'OGM program funded by the French Ministry of
Ecological Transition. Journalist Sylvestre Huet, blogging for Le Monde, noted Seralini's discredited study received
much media attention, but studies disproving his conclusions have drawn less attention. See more

e Politico reported the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee is pressuring appropriators to remove a
spending bill provision that would give the USDA "sole authority to regulate the budding cell-based protein
sector." It reported that White House officials asked legislators to remove that portion of the bill after the USDA
and Food and Drug Administration agreed to split jurisdiction on the new products. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 12, 2018
Date: Wednesday, December 12, 2018 9:01:56 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued reporting and commentary on the European
Parliament's approval of a report recommending changes to the way food safety risk assessments are communicated.
The U.S. Congress approved the farm bill, sending the legislation to President Donald Trump.

e Commentary continued on the European Parliament's approval of a report that advises making European Food
Safety Agency opinions more transparent. Socialists & Democrats spokesman Pavel Poc said increased
transparency is needed to ensure a "high level of protection for the environment, public and animal health." See
more

e The House approved the five-year farm bill. Politico reported that House Agriculture Committee Chairman Mike
Conaway (R-Texas) said he has "all the confidence in the world" that Trump will sign the bill. Before the approval,
the Organic Consumers Association urged its supporters to contact legislators to oppose the bill, saying it would
limit the group's ability to keep synthetic and non-organic substances out of organic farming. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005

v-Fluence | http://www v-fluence com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 11, 2018
Date: Tuesday, December 11, 2018 9:04:33 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that the European Parliament approved a report
recommending changes to the way EU food safety risk assessments are communicated. NGOs in the region also
warned that a Wednesday vote on future research priorities included provisions that could undermine environmental
and health protections.

e The European Parliament adopted a report recommending changes to the region's food safety risk assessment
transparency rules, prompting the report's author to step down from her position as rapporteur over "anti-
competitive" provisions. Among the controversial provisions were demands that the European Food Safety
Authority publish risk assessment studies at the beginning of the evaluation process. The report's author warned
that this would invite "ideas piracy" and kill European innovation. See more

e Activists with Corporate Europe Observatory and Friends of the Earth Germany (BUND) warned European
regulators not to approve provisions for a so-called "innovation principle" in the Horizon Europe research agenda.
The groups called the measure a Trojan horse for industry interests that would undermine the precautionary
principle. A vote on the Horizon Europe framework is expected Wednesday. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - i it

More Bonus Eventus Resources
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database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 10, 2018
Date: Monday, December 10, 2018 9 02:48 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the launch of a new protest and awareness campaign from the
French farmers union Fédération nationale des syndicats d'exploitants agricoles (FNSEA) to highlight concerns about
new environmental policies. In India, an anti-biotechnology commentary from prominent scientist M. S. Swaminathan
continued to generate controversy.

e French farmers launched a week of advocacy protesting "agri-bashing" from environmental NGOs, with local
media outlets reporting that police had shut down a small demonstration in Guéret with tear gas. FNSEA president
Christiane Lambert met with President Emmanuel Macron's staff, highlighting the group's call for implementing
income protections outlined in the food bill and revoking new taxes on agricultural chemicals. Lambert noted that
legislators have promised to reintroduce the food bill provisions in a Wednesday meeting of the Council of
Ministers. See more

e India-based media contributors continued to criticize commentary from leading agricultural researcher M. S.
Swaminathan, who published a statement in Current Science claiming that GMOs were not sustainable and could
lead to "genotoxic effects." In a Friday statement, scientific adviser K. VijayRaghavan promised to issue a
scientific rebuttal to the article. Swarajya published commentary from Swaminathan responding to the criticism,
saying his argument had called for refocusing on developing crop stress tolerance versus commercial traits like
pest resistance and herbicide tolerance. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 7-9, 2018
Date: Sunday, December 9, 2018 10:20:29 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

The weekend's global biotechnology developments included news that Zambia's biosafety regulator had approved GMO
import permits for three local companies, touching off activist criticism. French news outlets previewed farmer protests
scheduled for Monday.

e Zambia's National Biosafety Authority announced it licensed three companies to import products that may contain
GM ingredients. The agency CEO emphasized that the decision had come after a thorough assessment of
environmental and health risks. Jervis Zimba, president of the Zambia National Farmers Union, told media outlets
the group would continue to fight the import and cultivation of GMOs in Zambia. The Zambia Consumer Union and
the African Consumer Union issued statements calling to disband the agency's board and revoke the permits,
citing risks to consumers and local foods. See more

e French news outlets reported that farmers union FNSEA organized protests for Monday to protest "agri-bashing"
by environmental activists and consumers. The group also demanded speedy implementation of a food bill
provision that would guarantee prices for certain agricultural products. Agence France-Presse quoted a political
scientist on the long mistrust between environmentalists and farmers over issues such as GMOs and pesticide use,
while Reuters noted that environmental NGOs had accused the union of capitalizing on media coverage around
the "yellow vest" protests. See more

e In a Stockholm news conference, new Nobel Prize for Chemistry winners Frances Arnold and Gregory Winter
noted their concern over how consumer suspicion of technology was impacting research and development of
sustainable food solutions. The prize winners specifically highlighted how the controversy over GM crop cultivation
had grown despite scientific advice on safety and benefits. See more

e European and African anti-biotechnology activists targeted prominent science communicator Mark Lynas over the
weekend. The African Centre for Biodiversity, GMWatch and anti-GMO activist Angelika Hilbeck claimed that
Cornell-affiliated Lynas had used farmers' images without their permission when writing about the Water Efficient
Maize for Africa (WEMA) project. The activists went on to claim that promotional stories about the project may
have prompted the government's recent decision to halt and destroy the WEMA field trials. Activist news sites
Sustainable Pulse and EnviroNews Nigeria amplified the report. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - i it

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 6, 2018
Date: Thursday, December 6, 2018 9:04:11 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements
announcement it will host a side event on regenerative agriculture at the U.N. climate change summit. The Center for
Food Safety released a series of videos focusing on regenerative farming, also claiming its techniques will mitigate
climate change. Commentary continued on Uganda's new biosafety law and its strict liability clause.

e IFOAM promoted its event, "Scaling Up Regenerative Solutions to Climate Change," scheduled for Wednesday
(Dec. 12) in Katowice, Poland. The organic group claims regenerative agriculture can help limit climate change
through carbon sequestration, food sovereignty and biodiversity preservation. See more

¢ A series of videos produced by the Center for Food Safety focused on its efforts at "regenerative farming" in
Hawaii. The videos feature interviews with academics and farmers. In one video, Rebecca Ryals, associate
professor of agroecology at the University of Merced, claims cost-effective eco-management can help reach one-
third of the goals for climate change by 2030. See more

¢ Biotech advocates and detractors commented on the biotech bill recently approved by Uganda's Parliament,
focusing on the its strict liability clause. The clause states that those who introduce a GMO shall be legally
responsible for any damage caused by the product. Agnes Kirabo, executive director of Food Right Alliance, said
the bill benefits large agribusinesses while harming local researchers. Meanwhile, a statement from anti-biotech
NGOs called the bill a "major win" due to the liability clause. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 5, 2018
Date: Wednesday, December 5, 2018 9 02:43 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new report from the World Resources Institute calling for
"dramatically" increasing agricultural yields to meet food demands without increasing land use or greenhouse gas
emissions. Canadian regulators announced new safety assessments for genetically engineered salmon.

e The World Resources Institute capped a years-long investigation into future food demands and environmental
pressures by releasing a new report, "World Resources Report: Creating a Sustainable Food Future." In 22 policy
recommendations, the group highlights the need for meeting future food, land use, and environmental needs and
goals; it notes that "flexible regulations" will be needed to encourage researchers and private industry to develop
low-resource, highly productive plant and animal varieties in the future. The report was jointly produced with the
World Bank, the United Nations environment and development programs and two French agricultural research
agencies. See more

e Canada's CBC reported that officials with Environment and Climate Change Canada had confirmed that a GE
salmon egg production facility was undergoing a new environmental assessment now that the company was
seeking to expand production. The news was applauded in an email message from activist group Canadian
Biotechnology Action Network, which claimed its public pressure campaign had forced regulators to act. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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For more information, contact:
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 4, 2018
Date: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 9:04:36 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Norway's Bioteknologirddet (Biotechnology Council)
had recommended the country soften its Gene Technology Act.

¢ In a report presented to the public today, Norway's Biotechnology Council released its proposal on regulating
products of new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). The council, noting the months-long consultation process,
emphasized that local researchers were investigating various climate-resilient and healthier gene-edited crops.
While the group highlighted the need to include NBTs under current GMO guidance, they called for a tiered
system that would ease the regulatory process for products resulting in changes that could be achieved via
natural breeding methods and for products that do not incorporate other species' DNA. The proposal echoes
similar recommendations in Japan and Australia. See more

e The Italian seed association Assosementi issued a statement in support of calls to revise Europe's GMO Directive.
In its "Prima I Geni" report, co-authored with genetics society SIGA, the group says that "conscious and informed"
policies will ensure Italy can participate in the innovative work being completed in the sector. See more

¢ In a brief regulatory update, the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) announced that it had
completed its review of the National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard. The Progressive Farmer reported
that several details of the disclosure standard had not been clarified before the draft went to OMB for review. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 3, 2018
Date: Monday, December 3, 2018 9:00:29 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included confirmation of a Le Monde report on illegal GM riboflavin in
European animal feed. Switzerland's Federal Council announced it would seek recommendations on new breeding
techniques from key agencies. German organic watchdogs said illegal GM seeds were found in several crop varieties.

e Following a late November report from Le Monde, officials with the French Directorate of Competition at the
Ministry of Finance (DGCCRF) confirmed that "antibiotic-resistant GMOs" had been distributed in about 150 tons
of animal feed intended for various European countries. Agence France-Presse reported that the potential
contamination could extend to over 1 million tons of animal feed. See more

e In a meeting last week, the Swiss Federal Council reviewed the country's regulatory approach to new plant
breeding techniques and assigned the federal Departments of Environment, Transport, Energy and
Communications (DETEC) and Economic Affairs, Education and Research (WBF) to produce a consultation
template for feedback. The council promised a broad proposal on "cornerstones" for updating the regulation by
summer 2019. See more

e Bioland, Greenpeace and IG Seed announced the results of their annual seed testing regime, finding that a batch
of corn and a batch of soybean seed had tested positive for GM traits. Tested samples of oilseed rape, mustard,
tomato and alfalfa were clear of genetically modified varieties. The groups highlighted the importance of zero
tolerance policies and said they were heartened by the recent European court decision on NBTs. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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000062



2019-FAS-03111-F

Africa

= H A . E ol i < E . < s S ol i i A ili ‘ A &4 < i l < . =
bill, SCIFODE's Peter Wamboga Mugirya and Commissioner for Science Technology Advancement, Arthur
Mal beli the dl ill di ! T ti

000063



2019-FAS-03111-F

News: Bavarian Agricultural Weekly reports on discovery that two out of 839 seed samples were

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M 0 iait
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 2018
Date: Sunday, December 2, 2018 10:32:14 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting and commentary on the U.N.'s Convention on Biological
Diversity. U.K. Environment Secretary Michael Gove said scientists and farmers will be free to use agricultural
innovations following Brexit.

e The science journal Nature reported nations at the Convention on Biological Diversity rejected gene drive
moratoriums, but agreed to regulations "vague enough that both proponents and skeptics of gene-drive
technology are touting victory." The agreement calls on governments to conduct risk assessments and to seek
indigenous and local peoples' consent before releasing gene drives into the environment. ETC Group, Friends of
the Earth International and German Green Party officials acknowledged they preferred a moratorium but said
"strict risk assessments" will be sufficient. See more

e The Times reported British Environment Secretary Michael Gove promised that following Brexit, scientists and
farmers "would be freed from a European court ruling" restricting gene editing technology. A Political Concern
blogger criticized Gove's statement and noted a Soil Association official urged the U.K. to mirror European Union
regulations. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

News: EcoWatch r n new r InterA my Partnership (IAP), "Our F ms Ar

000069



2019-FAS-03111-F

000070



2019-FAS-03111-F

Latin America
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For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider

Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

]

Try it free today

000071



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 29, 2018
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2018 9:02:33 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news the Ugandan Parliament approved the country's biosafety
bill and that Bayer would eliminate 12,000 positions.

e The Ugandan Parliament announced it passed the Genetic Engineering Regulatory Bill, which includes a strict
liability clause that makes scientists liable for complaints related to their research "regardless of whether the
particular anomaly was directly caused by the scientist," according to a Cornell Alliance for Science article. In the
article, agronomist Andrew Kiggundu said isolation requirements also will prevent smallholder farmers from being
able to cultivate GM crops. See more

e Bayer announced it would eliminate 12,000 positions by the end of 2021 as it exits the animal health business and
other markets. CEO Werner Baumann said the staff reduction is unrelated to glyphosate lawsuit losses. However,
German MP Anton Hofreiter criticized the layoffs, saying Bayer's purchase of Monsanto was irresponsible due to
the glyphosate lawsuit risks. Hofreiter said Bayer's declining stock prices illustrate the problem. BBC and Agence
France-Presse each reported the lawsuit losses are making investors nervous. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 28, 2018
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 9 03:51 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an open letter from GMO-free feed and food companies, urging
full compliance with a court decision on new plant breeding techniques (NBTSs). In Argentina, protesters successfully
delayed a vote on a seed law.

e In an open letter to European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and Health Commissioner Vytenis
Andriukaitis, European companies involved in the certification of "GMO Free" food and feed urged officials to resist
plant researchers' calls for a revision of the existing GMO Directive. Claiming that the recent European Court of
Justice decision offered legal certainty, the groups said that the existing regulations would ensure the safety of
these new agricultural technologies. See more

e Argentine activists and protesters appear to have successfully prevented a vote on the controversial revision of
the country's seed law. In an agenda for the anticipated Dec. 6 special session of the parliament, lawmakers
excluded any discussion of the draft law; in protests held Tuesday night, activists said they had mobilized to
highlight opposition to the pro-business amendment. The development means the seed law will likely not be
reviewed until March. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 27, 2018
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 9:03:40 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued U.S. response to a Pew survey showing consumer
concerns about GMO foods had increased. International news outlets continued to amplify a Le Monde article showing
GMO-produced riboflavin still in European animal feeds.

e A survey by the Pew Research Center, released Nov. 19, continued to generate commentary in U.S. science
advocacy and general interest media sites. Science communicators writing for Neurologica and the Genetic
Literacy Project highlighted the disappointing finding that more consumers reported being concerned about GMOs
in foods; the writers urged farmers, researchers and other trusted figures to be active in countering self-
interested NGO fear-mongering on food safety issues. See more

e Portuguese internet portal Sapo reported on the recent Le Monde investigation into banned GMO-produced
riboflavin in animal feeds distributed throughout Europe. The news outlet noted that officials in Germany, Norway,
Russia, Finland, Iceland and France had confirmed the presence of the illegal feed additive. A report in Vietnam's
VTV noted that the riboflavin had been manufactured in China and was pulled from the market on Nov. 10. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 22-26, 2018
Date: Monday, November 26, 2018 9:04:31 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Recent global biotechnology developments included a European Commission report outlining a plant protein strategy.
In Africa, media outlets reported that Tanzania's government ordered the destruction of all GM crop field trials and
data. Large quantities of livestock feed containing banned riboflavin produced by GM bacteria have been distributed
throughout the European Union.

e On Thursday, the European Commission released its report outlining a strategy for increasing production of plant
proteins in the region. The proposed strategy involved policies such as linking plant protein cultivation to Common
Agricultural Policy incentives, as well as marketing the benefits of plant protein consumption to local consumers.
In the report, the commission noted that consumers were increasingly demanding more environmentally friendly
feed sources and added that the EU's non-GMO status could present an opportunity to market to that need. In a
follow-up report on the announcement, Politico noted that small farmers particularly in eastern Europe were
concerned that the new policy could accelerate industrial land consolidation. See more

¢ News outlets in Tanzania reported that researchers were "shocked" by government demands that all GM crop field
trials be halted and the data and crops be destroyed. In a statement reported on The Citizen, officials said that
researchers conducting the trials had inappropriately shared results with legislators and media representatives
without first informing the government; the statement added that the direction to stop the trials came as a result
of "propaganda" efforts. The news was amplified by African and European activist groups. See more

e French news sites reported large quantities of banned GM feed have been distributed to at least eight EU
countries. The GM feed contains an animal feed additive, riboflavin or vitamin B2, produced by a bacteria that is
antibiotic-resistant and has been banned in the EU. Radio France Internationale reported that active bacteria have
been discovered in some of the feed. Dutch health services indicated between 800,000 and 1.6 million tons of
feed are affected. Le Monde reported authorities are on alert due to the report. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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News: Germany's Der Tagesspiegel reports on open letter from 130 researchers calling for changes to
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 21, 2018
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9 02:20 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new Austrian campaign to relaunch labels for GMO-free animal
feed. In the U.S., stakeholders continued to analyze the implications of new regulatory plans for lab-grown meat.

e Greenpeace Austria announced the results of a new testing campaign that found the country's AMA food quality
label was being used on food containing products from animals fed GMO feed. The activist group linked the issue
to GM soy imports from South America, highlighting the negative impacts on rainforests and farmers. Responding
to the report, Austria's Green Party announced it would push for the AMA label to exclude GM feed, while Liste
Pilz MP Wolfgang Zinggl noted that a similar bill was already before the agriculture committee. See more

e Food and business news sites in the U.S. and beyond continued to respond to a joint U.S. Department of
Agriculture-Food and Drug Administration announcement that the agencies would jointly regulate cell-based or
lab-grown meat. Agriculture site Capital Press highlighted how the two agencies would divide their efforts, and
Newsweek quoted executives who praised the agencies for providing certainty to the industry. Consumer-focused
food site The Spoon noted that the public comment period on the regulation had been extended, with a new
deadline of Dec. 26. See more

e European activist group GRAIN issued a new report claiming that the campaign to develop Golden Rice was
backed by lies about intellectual property rights and efficacy. The group said that efforts to promote the crop
were a "crime against humanity" and warned that feeding trials were scheduled for next year. See more

Due to the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday, your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be delivered on Monday, Nov. 26. Please
check the monitoring portal for updates in the meantime.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 20, 2018
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 9:00 59 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a U.N. Third Committee vote approving a declaration on peasant
rights. In Nigeria, a coalition of activists criticized the government for its efforts to promote biotechnology.

e At the U.N. General Assembly meeting, the Third Committee on Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Affairs
approved a draft resolution on the Declaration on the Right of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas.
The vote (119 in favor and seven against, with 49 abstentions) moved the resolution toward formal adoption in
mid-December. See more

e Officials with Nigeria's science and agriculture ministries held a news conference repudiating activist claims that
recently approved GM crops are harmful to consumers or the environment. The statements follow an open letter
signed by the Health of Mother Earth Foundation, GMO-Free Nigeria Alliance and other groups who claim that the
government is undertaking biotechnology "propaganda" in favor of multinational corporations. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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on Rural Agriculture warned about threats to seed diversity
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 19, 2018
Date: Monday, November 19, 2018 9:04:10 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included new activist statements following weekend events at the U.N.
Convention on Biological Diversity conference. European researchers and politicians continued to discuss the region's
stance on gene editing.

e Over the weekend, the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(COP14) held discussions on synthetic biology. Responding to the meeting, Brazil's Movimento dos Pequenos
Agricultores (MPA) amplified statements from La Via Campesina and the International Planning Committee for
Food Sovereignty, who were critical of the technologies' potential for replacing products currently produced
through peasant agriculture. See more

e Following the COP14 discussion on so-called gene drives, ETC Group amplified a statement from African NGOs
who called for a moratorium on the technology. The activists, which included Alliance for Food Sovereignty Africa
and Friends of the Earth, highlighted concerns over Target Malaria's planned field trial of GM mosquitoes in
Burkina Faso and said the COP14 delegates from South Africa and Nigeria did not represent their interests. See
more

¢ In Europe, politicians and researchers continued to respond to a European Court of Justice decision that limits the
region's ability to utilize new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). Green MEP Martin Hausling criticized the
European Commission Science Advisory Mechanism's recommendation that current EU regulations be revised,
contending that gene-editing technology should not be exempt from the GMO Directive. L'Union Francaise des
Semenciers issued a statement in support of the advisory group's proposal. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : -

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 16-18, 2018
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2018 9:01:17 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Weekend global biotechnology developments included NGOs accusing the Kenyan government of planning to violate
the country's GMO moratorium by approving Bt cotton cultivation. The U.N.'s Convention on Biological Diversity
opened in Egypt amid reports that NGOs would attempt to block gene drive use.

e During a news conference, four anti-biotech groups said the Kenyan government's plans to approve Bt cotton
would conflict with the country's temporary ban on GMOs, which was passed in 2012. Representatives from four
NGOs, including Greenpeace and Africa Biodiversity Network, said the plans would benefit large agribusinesses.
Kenya Broadcasting Corp. also reported the groups said Burkina Faso banned Bt cotton after the crop affected the
health of livestock that ate the stalks. See more

e The scientific journal Nature reported government representatives would consider a proposal for a global
moratorium on gene drive use. The journal reported "chances are slim" for a moratorium since the decision must
be reached as a consensus, but scientists worry the discussion could limit the technology's future. Civil society
groups also sent an open letter to the Convention on Biological Diversity condemning the Brazilian government's
actions that they harm diversity, including large-scale GMO and pesticide use. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 15, 2018
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:03 02 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting in France regarding the trial of 40 Volunteer Reapers for
destroying rapeseed crops in field trials. Argentine news sites reported and commented on proposed changes to
Argentina's seed law being discussed in Parliament.

e French news sites reported on a rally preceding a trial today for 40 Volunteer Reapers who destroyed rapeseed
test plots they say were genetically modified. French TV 3 reported protesters depicted the Volunteer Reapers as
"whistleblowers" who acted out of conviction. Anti-biotech NGO Confederation Paysanne invoked the EU Court of
Justice decision on NBTSs, saying the crop was not obtained by mutagenesis alone. The NGO said it also was bred
using an "unnatural technique that is not exempt from the application of European GMO regulations." See more

e (larin reported Argentina's ruling party approved proposed changes to the country's seed law, and the proposal
will be debated in the Chamber of Deputies on Wednesday (Nov. 21). The Technical and Scientific News Agency
reported the law was developed secretly and prioritizes the "interests of large companies, puts at risk production
and access to varied and quality food." The agency reported the bill would eliminate farmers' "right of own use" of
seeds by allowing companies to collect royalties each time a producer reuses seeds. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - iaL it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | H =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 14, 2018
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 9 01:17 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Argentina's Chamber of Deputies advanced a
consensus draft of a revised seed law. European news outlets and science promoters responded to European
Commission Science Advisory Mechanism recommendations on new plant breeding techniques. Researchers warned
that advocacy groups are trying to use the U.N. Biodiversity Meeting to stymie potentially life-saving synthetic biology
techniques.

e Argentina's Chamber of Deputies concluded negotiations on proposed revisions to the country's seed law,
generating a wave of advocacy response. La Nacion reported that the new law would extend royalty periods up to
five years and that the cost of the trait fees must be included in the initial seed purchase. Lawmakers
recommended another review of the draft next Wednesday (Nov. 21). See more

o A statement from the Science Advisory Mechanism of the European Commission, in which researchers
recommended revising Europe's GMO Directive to exclude new plant breeding techniques (NBTSs), generated
moderate media coverage and scientist amplification. EurActiv noted that the statement emphasized trade
concerns as well as regional research and development. Italy's Associazione Luca Coscioni applauded the
statement, saying it affirms the group's concerns over a recent European Court of Justice decision on the
technology. See more

e A Massachusetts Institute of Technology publication amplified an open letter from researchers working on
disease-eradicating applications of "gene drive" technology. The scientists warned that environmental NGOs were
attempting to push a moratorium on the technology through the U.N. Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity (COP14). The MIT article noted the Gates Foundation had been lobbying to prevent the
declaration; an article from the anti-NGO group Inf'OGM highlighted previous reporting on that effort, urging the
COP14 attendees to take stronger measures against conflicts of interest. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 13, 2018
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2018 9:03:49 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the start of events surrounding the 14th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity. Brazilian activists issued an open letter to CBD
participants criticizing the new Brazilian presidential administration's environmental policies. U.S. news outlets plan to
launch article series on gene editing and new food technologies.

e Policy-focused news sites reported that events associated with the U.N. Biodiversity Conference in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, had begun. The International Institute for Sustainable Development noted that African ministers
were meeting today, and the High-level Segment of the Conference begins on Wednesday (Nov. 14). See more

e Activists from Brazil issued an open letter to Convention on Biological Diversity delegates criticizing the Bolsonaro
administration's policies on agriculture, pesticides and GM crops. The 92 groups who have signed the letter warn
that the new administration's anti-democratic policies undermine efforts to preserve the country's unique
biodiversity and that the country's use of GM seeds and pesticides puts human health at risk. See more

e The Associated Press and The Boston Globe have begun new series explaining how new food technologies could
impact future food production. The AP series launches Wednesday, and the Globe planned to run articles today
and Thursday. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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000115



2019-FAS-03111-F

ENntd H [ i PDd arie d i AI'E i d( i ' AIE Vivv d d ifie d i K
researcher and ENSSER board member and co-founder, Dr. Angelika Hilbeck, at the 9th GMO Free
erence in Berlin, she clai ike g en rice have failed ive u ise

000116



2019-FAS-03111-F

Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 12, 2018
Date: Monday, November 12, 2018 9:04:47 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an announcement that Argentina's Chamber of Deputies planned
to review the draft seed law on Tuesday (Nov. 13). In Europe, organic agriculture group FederBIO responded to
scientist criticism of an upcomning biodynamic agriculture conference.

e Activists in Argentina mobilized today, urging supporters to join a protest and news conference in Buenos Aires
tomorrow outside the Congress of the Nation. The activists warned that a plenary meeting of the agriculture,
budget and legislation committees could advance the bill for ultimate passage by the end of the year; the groups
said that such a move would prioritize corporate intellectual property rights over peasant farmers. See more

e In Italy, organic promotion group FederBIO responded to a scientist open letter criticizing the University of Milan
for hosting the "anti-science" Association for Biodynamic Agriculture Congress (Nov. 15-17). Agronomists and
other faculty with the university issued letters pointing to the use of esoteric rites in biodynamic agriculture,
adding that the university had an obligation to expose the "bizarre theories" of the movement rather than
promote them. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 9-11, 2018
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2018 9:00:21 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Weekend global biotechnology developments included an editorial in a Netherlands publication calling for review of the
European Union's regulations governing biotechnology to help facilitate gene editing use. In the Philippines, a group of
farmers stormed the Philippine Rice Research Institute demanding planned field tests for Golden Rice be canceled.

¢ Netherlands news site NRC reported the Netherlands coalition government committed to applying new breeding
techniques, but the EU court decision on NBTs impedes gene editing usage. Although the Dutch government
argued that CRISPR is a more precise form of mutagenesis, which the court decision exempted from regulation
due to a long history of use, the court ruled that it went against the precautionary principle. The NRC editorial
maintained that a 17-year-old law is insufficient to regulate new technology and that regulations should be based
on the end product rather than the process used to create it. See more

e The Philippine Daily Inquirer reported a group of farmers led by anti-biotech NGO Masipag stormed the PhilRice
headquarters on Wednesday and demanded planned Golden Rice field tests be halted. The Inquirer quoted a
International Rice Research Institute official saying Golden Rice may help address vitamin A deficiency among
Filipinos. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Commentary: Crop Life International communications manager notes CLI, SNV Netherlands
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Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 8, 2018
Date: Thursday, November 8, 2018 9:03:29 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the Cornell Alliance for Science noting decisions made at the next
Convention on Biological Diversity the conference could impact adoption of gene-editing techniques.

e Cornell Alliance for Science announced it is sending a delegation to the CBD in Egypt, scheduled for Nov. 17-29.
An article on the Alliance for Science website noted "the future of precise, innovative crop breeding technologies
is at stake" and depends upon decisions made at the event. The Economist reported an attempt by activist groups
to ban gene drives failed at the CBD in 2016, but they plan a less ambitious call for restraint on gene drive field
tests at the upcoming CBD. The article noted gene drives potentially could wipe out malaria and other diseases,
but says the ETC Group worries its use will lead to "more troubling, slipshod and exploitative applications." See
more

e Ugandan news sites reported the country's Parliamentary Committee on Science, Technology and Innovation
made changes to the country's biosafety bill in accordance with President Yoweri Musveni's proposals. Museveni
vetoed the bill in December 2017. Changes include provisions to preserve Uganda's native plants and animals,
changing the name of the bill to include "genetic engineering." The bill was scheduled for debate before the full
Parliament today. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 7, 2018
Date: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 9:00:29 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Uganda's Parliament would re-examine a proposed
biosafety law tomorrow. International commentary continued to amplify a World Trade Organization member
statement on gene editing.

e NTV Uganda reported today that the country's Parliament was set to re-examine the proposed National
Biotechnology and Biosafety Bill. The bill had been passed by Parliament in October 2017 but was rejected by
President Yoweri Museveni over his concerns that, among other issues, GMOs could contaminate local crop
varieties. A post from the Parliament's Twitter feed noted that the debate, originally scheduled for Wednesday,
would now take place on Thursday. See more

e Science news sites and agricultural advocacy outlets continued to report on last week's joint statement from
World Trade Organization countries, which had urged fellow WTO members to adopt a harmonized approach to
"innovative biotechnologies" such as gene editing. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
Commentary: The Farmer's Daughter USA blogger Amanda Zaluckyj discusses USDA approval of GM
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Asia

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Asia during today's monitoring. Click the link
below for the latest items.

M f ast Febr line; notes biotech awareness limi  70% of Pol

Oceania
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There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 6, 2018
Date: Tuesday, November 6, 2018 9 01:16 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included amplification of recent statements supporting the use of gene
editing in European agriculture. U.S. science and ag writers applauded a liquor store for rejecting GMO
scaremongering.

e Wageningen University released an analysis and commentary on Dutch Agriculture Minister Carola Schouten's
statement supporting gene editing in agriculture. University lawyer Kai Purnhagen highlighted the need for
revisions to the region's GMO Directive. See more

e U.K.-based business news site Feed Navigator reported that the European Parliament's Plants, Animals, Food and
Feed (PAFF) committee highlighted a recent scientist letter calling on the region to reassess its regulations on new
breeding techniques following a verdict from the European Court of Justice. See more

e U.S. science and agriculture advocates amplified reports that a Kansas liquor store had discontinued sales of
Smirnoff vodka following the brand's recent anti-GMO marketing campaign. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Announcement: Positive Planet announces 2nd Edition of its Global Positive Forum (Nov. 20); Vandana
hivais a f r icipan

More Europe items

Latin America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 5, 2018
Date: Monday, November 5, 2018 9:05:12 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new anti-gene drive position paper and campaign from the
African Centre for Biodiversity, as well as the conclusion of the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa conference on
sustainable development goals.

e The African Centre for Biodiversity issued a position paper claiming that the Target Malaria project's trial of
genetically modified mosquitoes was "premature" given outstanding questions about gene drive technology and
its impacts on the environment. The activist group specifically addressed a July report from the African Union that
highlighted the potential benefits of gene drive technology for reducing populations of disease-carrying
mosquitoes. ACB closed by urging participants at the Convention on Biological Diversity meeting to support an
activist-led call for a moratorium on gene drive use. See more

e Agence de Presse Senegalaise reported on the AFSA conference "African Food Systems and the SDGs," which
concluded today. The report highlighted statements from Pan-African Institute for Citizenship Consumers and
Development (CICODEV/Africa) director Amadou Kanouté, who claimed that no country could protect its food
sovereignty if it relied on foreign firms who "force" farmers to buy GMO seeds. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 2-4, 2018
Date: Sunday, November 4, 2018 9:00:49 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included Argentina presenting the World Trade Organization
with the International Declaration on Agricultural Applications of Precision Biotechnology. In Germany, media reported
Green Party politician Renate Kiinast debated Max Planck Institute for Developmental Biology Detlef Weigel.

e Twelve WTO member nations supported Argentina's non-binding statement supporting agricultural innovation,
including genome editing. The statement seeks to synchronize regulatory approaches among signatories.
Members supporting the document included Australia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Guatemala, Honduras, Jordan, Paraguay, the United States, Uruguay, Vietnam and the Secretariat of the
Economic Community of West African States. See more

e German news site der Spiegel reported that during the debate between biologist Weigel and Kiinast, Wiegel got
the biggest applause when he said genetic engineering could help increase biological diversity. The newspaper
also reported that during the debate, an audience member noted, "If the new genetic engineering methods do
not differ from breeding, I do not understand the debate." See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More North America items

Asia

News: Xinhua report ud ublished in journa ience ca 5 ernance enetic editin
ensure neutral, informed assessment of potential benefits, risks to environment; paper states complex
nature o echnologies requires decision-making process on case-by-case basi ensible review
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 1, 2018
Date: Thursday, November 1, 2018 10:04:18 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reactions to Dutch Agricultural Minister Carola Shouten's
announcement that she would encourage gene editing experimentation.

e Dutch news site Nederlands Dagblad reported Greenpeace criticized The Netherlands Agricultural Minister Carola
Shouten. Herman van Bekkem of Greenpeace Netherlandscan said CRISPR technique can lead to unpredictable
side effects can lead to unpredictable side effects. However, Wageningen University plant researcher Bert Lotz
welcomed Shouten's support, saying, "if handled carefully this type of intervention can lead to great strides in
sustainability." See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
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For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 31, 2018
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2018 9 03:15 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a statement from the Dutch agriculture minister expressing
openness to the use of new plant breeding techniques (NBTS).

¢ In an interview with Dutch news outlet De Volksrant, The Netherlands Agriculture Minister Carola Schouten
addressed her previous advocacy for organic agriculture. Schouten stated that her view had been limited and that
she wished to see more openness to the use of gene-editing techniques such as CRISPR in agriculture. The news
was widely amplified across regional news outlets, spurring additional commentary from the country's public
broadcasting service as well as other prominent outlets. Schouten also noted that she was planning to send a
letter addressing the issue to Parliament in the "coming weeks." See more

e The U.S. third-party verification service Non-GMO Project issued two announcements today highlighting the non-
GMO supply chain risk from gene-edited potatoes and gene-edited soybean oil. The commercial group claimed
that potatoes, in particular, were "high risk" ingredients and that products seeking the Non-GMO Project label
would be carefully assessed to determine the source of any potato ingredients. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - iait
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
hae.johnson@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott
joe. v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =]
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 30, 2018
Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2018 9:00:59 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an announcement from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
outlining plans to revise biotechnology guidance. In India, the Supreme Court gave biotechnology regulators two
weeks to respond to activist claims on GM mustard.

e The FDA announced a new Plant and Animal Biotechnology Innovation Plan, outlining its process for releasing
new regulatory guidance on the technology. The agency highlighted its commitment to "support innovation" while
maintaining its public health mission, noting that it would be releasing several documents addressing animal
biotechnology and that it would also release draft guidance to explain FDA's current policies on plant
biotechnology. A Dec. 3 conference on gene editing in animals was also announced. See more

e India's Supreme Court gave the central government a two-week deadline to response to activist Aruna Rodrigues'
lawsuits claiming the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee had ignored safety concerns in its approval of GM
mustard field trials and commercialization. The Supreme Court noted that it had repeatedly asked the regulator to
take a "well-informed and well-intentioned" approach to reviewing the safety of the crop. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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News: English-language Polish news site reports on Ag Minister Jan Ardanowski's announcement of

lans for a law for | ling non-GMO fi mphasizing that he will tak ion nforce Poland'
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 29, 2018
Date: Monday, October 29, 2018 9:05:01 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued European activist promotion of a study claiming current
assessments did not adequately address the safety of new Bt crops.

e GMWatch amplified a subscription-only interview with former European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) GMO panel
member Jean-Michel Wal, who accused the agency of approving new stacked-trait crops based on "assumptions"
rather than scientific results. Wal highlighted an August study in International Immunopharmacology in which
Mexican researchers claimed that Cry1Ac delivered to mice intragastrically caused immune and allergenic
responses. Citing an earlier article in European Food Policy, the group added that EFSA has been asked to re-
examine the protein's toxicity. See more

e Alliance for Food Sovereignty Africa issued a joint report with GRAIN highlighting the role of smallholder farmers
in preserving native seed diversity and calling for policies to support the food sovereignty movement and
agroecology. The group also previewed its Nov. 3-5 food systems conference, which will feature statements from
NGO leaders with ETC Group and the Health of Mother Earth Foundation. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 26-28, 2018
Date: Sunday, October 28, 2018 9:05:04 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included India's Genetic Engineering Approval Committee
approving a field trial for GM mustard. Commentary continued on European science research institutions' letter to the
European Commission. Scientists and researchers worldwide continue to criticize the EU court ruling on gene editing
and call on the EU to ease restrictions on new breeding techniques.

¢ Indian media reported the GEAC authorized a field test on GM mustard's effect on honeybees. Although the
biotech crop received technical clearance for commercial release last year, it was put on hold due to activist
opposition. The Tribune reported the Natural Farmers Association will introduce a system of mustard
intensification, using non-GMO seed, in field trials. Supporters claim the technique nearly doubles mustard
production, and it is seen as an answer to GM mustard yield claims. See more

e A Nature editorial noted the European Court of Justice decision on new breeding techniques has had a chilling
effect on plant research in the EU. It reported a Belgian start-up that planned to use CRISPR technology to help
Africa's banana industry lost financing as a result of the ruling. The report noted scientists worldwide are calling
for changes to gene editing regulations, noting an appeal from 75 institutions to the European Commission.
However, Marriott Harrison law firm partner Julian Hitchcock said the commission has been sluggish in responding
to rapidly changing gene-editing technologies. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 25, 2018
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2018 9:03:48 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting on the USDA-FDA meetings on regulated cultured meat.
Media continued coverage on a joint position paper by European science institutions calling for changes to the
European Union's regulations on gene editing.

e Politico reported the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Food and Drug Administration have yet to come to a
consensus on what to call cell-based meat after the two agencies' meetings on the topic. Food Navigator reported
that producers do not want it to be called "lab-grown meat." Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said the
agencies could have a regulatory framework as early as 2019. See more

e Continued media coverage reported 85 science institutions across Europe are calling for changes to regulations
governing gene editing so the EU can take full advantage of biotech innovation, such as climate-resistant crops,
and to avoid competitive disadvantages. The Times also criticized the EU Court of Justice decision to regulate
gene-edited products as GMOs, saying it would cause an exodus of scientists and will cause setbacks in the EU
biotech industry. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Latin America

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Latin America during today's monitoring. Click the link
below for the latest items.

More Latin A ica it

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the link below for
the latest items.
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organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 24, 2018
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 9 04:12 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new position paper from European scientists and academic
organizations criticizing the European Court of Justice ruling on new plant breeding techniques (NBTS).

e European science organizations issued a joint position paper emphasizing the need to protect innovative plant
breeding techniques in the region. Research groups, including the U.K.'s John Innes Centre and Belgium's Vlaams
Instituut voor Biotechnologie, urged European policymakers to prevent a "de facto ban" on gene editing as a
result of a recent European Court of Justice decision. German news outlets Frankfurter Allgemeine and Der
Spiegel were among the first to amplify the campaign. See more

e U.S. commercial and NGO groups issued statements in response to the joint U.S. Food and Drug Administration
and Department of Agriculture meeting on cell-cultured meat. Consumers Union emphasized the need for safety
oversight, including frequent testing of the culturing and scaffolding mediums; the group also called for "clear"
labeling indicating that these were different from conventional meat products. The National Cattlemen's Beef
Association announced that it would continue to push for USDA oversight and would also emphasize the need for
clear label differentiation. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 23, 2018
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2018 9:01:24 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the start of a joint U.S. Department of Agriculture and Food and
Drug Administration conference on the regulatory implications of lab-grown meats. In Germany, soy producers met to
highlight potential non-GMO opportunities.

e A joint USDA and FDA conference on how to regulate lab-grown meat began today. The issue has been
controversial, with political news outlets highlighting the jurisdiction conflicts between the two agencies when it
comes to overseeing the product. Politico reported that, in a statement issued before the event, Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue promised that the two agencies would work together to develop regulatory guidelines
for industry and that initial guidance was expected in early 2019. See more

e Producers and experts from across Germany met in Bavaria today for a conference on soy. Media reports noted
that Bavaria's temperate climate is favorable for soy cultivation, with Deutsche Presse-Agentur detailing how some
experts expect more German territory to become available for soy as climate change continues. Previews of the
conference highlighted Germany's unique role in producing non-GMO soy, in contrast to soy imports from Latin
America. See more

e Speaking at a business conference, former Langebio director Luis Herrera Estrella generated headlines when he
criticized the appointment of future Conacyt director Maria Elena Alvarez Buylla. Estrella warned that Alvarez-
Buylla's political agenda could undermine Mexico's breakthroughs in GM crop development. He also criticized anti-
GMO activists for their roles in spreading misinformation on biotechnology. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 22, 2018
Date: Monday, October 22, 2018 9:01:05 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new Greens/European Free Alliance resolution targeting the
Convention on Biological Diversity conference in November. In Africa, Ghanaian media continue to blame commercial
tilapia die-off on "GMO" fish.

e Members of the Greens/EFA party introduced a resolution urging the European Parliament to ask members of the
Convention on Biological Diversity to establish a moratorium on so-called "gene drives." The Greens cited a recent
report by the ETC Group and Heinrich Boll Foundation, which claimed that commercial groups were attempting to
utilize the technology to affect agricultural crops. The vote takes place on Thursday (Oct. 25). See more

¢ In Ghana, media outlets continued to report that a tilapia die-off at a commercial fish farm could be due to the
presence of "GMO fish" too weak to adapt to the Ghanaian climate. Ghana News Agency reported today that a
Fisheries Commission official said a virus was the likely culprit but reiterated the claim that the fish were
genetically modified. See more

e Kenya's The Star and Tanzania's The Exchange reported on Kenyan officials' efforts to fast-track Bt cotton seeds,
highlighting a presidential statement that urged several ministries to assess the crops' potential benefits and
impact. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Africa items

More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 19-21, 2018
Date: Sunday, October 21, 2018 9:41:49 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included new coverage of the Organic Consumer Association's
claims that Maseca corn flour contains GMOs and glyphosate. The European Commission asked the European Food
Safety Authority to evaluate allergenicity of the Bt toxin.

o After the OCA announced tests show Mexico's Maseca flour contains glyphosate and high GMO content,
Venezuelan news sites reported Maseca flour is in food aid boxes distributed by the Venezuelan relief agency
Local Committees for Supply and Production (CLAP). Mision Verdad columnist Jose Roberto Duque criticized the
report by "gringo ecologists" for singling out the Mexico-based business, then criticized industrial food producers,
saying that most food is sprayed with glyphosate and is poisonous. Maseca released statements that glyphosate is
well-regulated and that its products comply with all regulations. See more

¢ Anti-biotech NGO GMWatch noted the European Commission asked EFSA to assess whether GMOs with the
Cry1Ac toxin could cause food allergies or anaphylaxis. The agency is directed to examine a study by K.I. Santos-
Vigil published in the International Immunopharmacology Journal. The study found that the GM Bt toxin Cry1lAc is
immunogenic, allergenic and able to induce anaphylaxis. EFSA has been asked to complete the assessment by
Nov. 9. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 18, 2018
Date: Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:05:15 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included Nigeria's National Biosafety Management Agency and other
governmental agencies committing to work together to prevent unapproved GM products from being imported or sold
in the country. Ecuadoran farmers announced they are preparing to strike because the government has not listened to
their demands.

¢ Nigerian news sites reported that during an awareness seminar, the NBMA and other Nigerian goverment
departments committed during to work together to clamp down on illegal GM products in the country. NBMA
Director Rugus Ebegba urged agencies to demand a biosafety permit for GM imports. Ebegba also noted an anti-
biotech NGO is attempting to vilify his agency and create fear over GMOs. The Health of Mother Earth Foundation
denied trying to create trouble for the agency and said it supports agroecology and simply wants to safeguard the
environment. See more

e Ecuador smallholder farmers said they are preparing to strike because the government has ignored their
demands. A spokesman said in response to requests for seeds, the government responded with transgenics,
which he claimed are harmful. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 17, 2018
Date: Wednesday, October 17, 2018 9 00:36 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new campaign by Greenpeace Mexico urging the incoming
presidential administration to protect "native maize" from contamination. In the U.S., regulators announced that they
would be updating policies on biotechnology.

e In a press event timed to coincide with World Food Day, Greenpeace Mexico delivered a list of demands to
President-elect Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador's administration describing how it could meet its campaign promises
on agriculture. Among other recommendations, the group called for a ban on GM corn imports and revisions to
the country's biosafety laws. See more

e The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced it would be reviewing and revising its biotechnology regulations,
noting that without updates the agency would be unable to fulfill its role in managing new plant health risks. A
Politico report noted that regulators intend for the rules to "ease" the burden on biotechnology producers. See
more

e Science news sites amplified a USDA announcement that it would deregulate a low gossypol cotton variety
developed at Texas A&M University. Researchers involved in the project emphasized that the variety could be
used as a supplemental protein source for humans while also providing textile fibers. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 16, 2018
Date: Tuesday, October 16, 2018 9:02:03 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included several new statements and campaigns focused on celebrating
World Food Day.

e La Via Campesina announced it was relaunching its "Global Campaign for Seeds" to fight for the preservation of
indigenous peasant agriculture. In its announcement, the group claimed that trade agreements and seed policies
promoted by rich countries were giving multinational companies a monopoly on seeds.

e ETC Group announced that more than 200 activist groups had signed its call for a moratorium on gene drives.
The group issued a new report claiming that gene drives are designed to spread "genetic pollution" and threatens
farmers' and peasant rights; ETC Group added that the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity would review the
issue of gene drives during its November meeting.

e The World Food Prize committee and the International Food Policy Research Institute both issued statements
highlighting the importance of technology for meeting future food needs in a sustainable way.

For additional World Food Day announcements and events, click here.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 15, 2018
Date: Monday, October 15, 2018 9:00:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included media coverage of last week's COPAGEN news conference
criticizing the Target Malaria project. In Mexico, commentary on the recent Conacyt controversy continued.

e News outlets in Burkina Faso reported on a Friday (Oct. 12) news conference organized by the Coalition pour la
Protection du Patrimoine Génétique Africain (COPAGEN) and the Citizen Collective for Agroecology (CCAE) in
which the groups re-emphasized their objections to the proposed released of GM mosquitoes designed to fight
malaria. Among other risks, the groups claimed that the release of the insects could cause the proliferation of
other more deadly diseases. See more

e Mexican news outlets continued to review the recent controversy over future science minister Maria Elena Alvarez-
Buylla's attempts to block funding for projects that would extend into her term overseeing the science agency.
Two editorials contrasted her activism against GM crops with the pro-industry stances of proposed agriculture
minister Victor Villalobos and future chief of staff Alfonso Romo. A report from La Jornada Maya highlighted
Alvarez-BuyIIa's inexperience with administration, noting that the recent controversy could be one of many as the
scientist takes charge. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 12-14, 2018
Date: Sunday, October 14, 2018 9:00:34 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included India's Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee
requesting data on Bangladesh's commercial release of Bt eggplant. French anti-biotech NGO Inf'OGM noted the
European Commission "will finally work on methods for detecting" gene-edited products.

e Indian news sites reported the GEAC will ask the Indian Council of Agricultural Research to seek post-release
effects of Bt eggplant in Bangladesh and plans to direct ICAR to conduct an independent scientific study on the
crop's post-commercial release. Coalition for a GM-Free India's Kavitha Kuruganti said it was shocking and
unacceptable that GEAC would act as a "promoter" for the GM crop. The Indian federal government enacted a
moratorium on Bt eggplant in 2010. Recently, the Bt eggplant developer, Mahyco, applied for commercial release
for the crop. See more

e French NGO Inf'OGM noted the European Commission has begun work to create methods for identifying "new
GMOs" or gene-edited food, but questioned, "When, for how long, for what results?" The NGO said Sept. 11
meeting minutes indicated there would be discussion on the topic during an October meeting. InffOGM noted that
although the debate has taken place since 2007, nothing has been done to trace or detect "new GMOs" and
questioned what would happen if unlabeled, gene-edited rapeseed from Canada arrived in France. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 11, 2018
Date: Thursday, October 11, 2018 9:01:38 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a report from the Organic Consumers Association that testing
found glyphosate and GMOs in corn samples from the Mexico-based Maseca brand. Two NGOs began a petition
campaign calling on the U.K. government to keep GM labeling requirements in place following Brexit.

e Mexican news sites reported the OCA announced it discovered glyphosate and GMOs in Maseca brand cornmeal
samples. An OCA commentary concluded the company is buying corn from the U.S. because cultivating GM corn
currently is not allowed in Mexico. OCA's Ronnie Cummins said consumers "should seek organic hon-GMO
alternatives to Maseca flours until the company agrees to source only non-GMO grains for its products." An article
in Regeneracion called it "poison on the table" and said the findings are alarming since International Agency for
Research on Cancer found glyphosate is a "probable carcinogen." See more

o U.K.-based NGOs Beyond GM and GM Freeze began a petition calling on U.K. government leaders to keep GM
labeling in place post-Brexit. In an online message promoting the petition, Beyond GM also warned that U.K.
Farming Minister George Eustice disagrees with the recent European Court of Justice ruling on gene editing and
wants to break away from EU regulations restricting the techniques. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 10, 2018
Date: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 9 01 59 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the announcement of a new report by Graham Brookes of PG
Economics, which highlighted several potential benefits if the U.K. decides to loosen regulations on agricultural
technology following Brexit.

e The Agricultural Biotechnology Council announced the launch of a report commissioned to examine the benefits of
a post-Brexit change in agricultural technology regulations. The report noted that, combined with the U.K.'s
strong food safety regime, updated agricultural regulations on technology such as new plant breeding techniques
would accrue significant economic and social benefits for farmers, consumers and the broader economy.
Statements from the Agricultural Biotechnology Council highlighted the need for "sound science" in agricultural
policy. See more

e A new report and campaign from Friends of the Earth Australia warned that the country was about to be the first
to deregulate gene-edited animals. In its announcement, the group claimed that gene-edited animals raised
"serious" animal welfare and food safety concerns due to significant health complications such a low live birth
rate, higher incidence of genetic mutation and respiratory problems. Friends of the Earth added that state and
federal governments were expected to meet Thursday (Oct. 11) as part of the Legislative and Governance Forum
on Gene Technology. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 9, 2018
Date: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 9 00:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that the European Seed Association annual meeting had
highlighted concerns over regulations on new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). Anti-biotechnology activists continued
to promote a new book claiming the GM potato is inadequately tested.

e Spain's El Economista reported attendees of the European Seed Association annual meeting in Madrid were
"unanimous" in their rejection of the European Court of Justice decision classifying new plant breeding techniques
as GMOs. At a press conference, the group emphasized the negative effects the decision would have on farmers,
researchers and consumers. See more

¢ Anti-biotechnology activists continued to promote the new book, "Pandora's Potatoes," in which a former J.R.
Simplot and Monsanto researcher claims the new GM potato varieties are dangerous. In an interview with
Sustainable Pulse, the author claimed his work had included mistakes that would expose consumers to
unexpected risks. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 8, 2018
Date: Monday, October 8, 2018 9 02:09 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included controversy in Mexico, where a leaked letter from the future
science minister touched off a social media storm. In Europe, German research institute Julius Kihn-Institut issued a
report on crops developed through new plant breeding techniques (NBTS).

e In Mexico, future science minister Maria Elena Alvarez-Buylla Roces generated controversy with a leaked letter to the
current director of Conacyt. Initial reports claimed Alvarez-Buylla had requested that the agency suspend all contracts;
a "clarifying letter" added that it only applied to projects that committed funding into 2019 and beyond. The agency's
current director, Enrique Cabrero, refused the request and noted that reneging on promised contracts would incur
administrative penalties. Several media commentaries on the situation warned that it appeared to be the first skirmish in
a new, ideologically-driven era for the agency. See more

e On behalf of Germany's Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL), the Julius Kiihn-Institut released a report
on the "market-oriented" application of new plant breeding techniques. The group noted there were over 100
potentially beneficial traits under development. It added that while the EU had not approved any of them, there
were 19 that had seen "timely" approval under the U.S. Department of Agriculture's policy on gene-edited
crops. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 5-7, 2018
Date: Sunday, October 7, 2018 9 03:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included Italian farm association Luca Coscioni distributing GM
rice as part of a protest for Italian science. Stakeholders continued the debate on food labeling issues.

¢ Italian news agency CANSA reported Luca Coscione Association handed out a GM rice snack before its three-day
Freedom of Science Congress. The GM rice is not approved in the country. Scientists spoke out against the GM
food ban in Italy and other restrictions on scholarly research. Luca Coscioni treasurer Marco Cappato said the
group would not limit itself to requests and intends to continue in civil disobedience. See more_

e Cornell Alliance for Science's Joan Conrow noted the labeling debate is heating up, and both sides claim the other
is deceiving consumers. While the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation petitioned the FDA to
prohibit the non-GMO label, a class-action suit against Chipotle Mexican Grill maintains the restaurant chain's
GMO-free campaign deceives consumers because its meat and dairy products come from livestock fed GMOs.
Bloomberg reported Consumers Union's Michael Hansen wants gene-edited products labeled. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 4, 2018
Date: Thursday, October 4, 2018 9 03:26 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included stakeholder reactions to New Zealand's Royal Society Te Aparangi
report on gene editing, while Nigeria's Health of Mother Earth Foundation invited other NGOs to sign its manifesto
opposing biotechnology.

e Radio New Zealand questioned professor Peter Dearden about the Royal Society's gene editing report, with
Dearden saying the country is putting itself at a disadvantage by not using gene editing. The Science Media
Centre summarized several researcher's reactions, which included assertions that gene editing offers advantages
in responding to climate change, eliminating invasive species, and responding to drought and disease. Several
researchers noted it was important to inform the public on gene editing. AgResearch's Tony Connor said public
opinion often skews to the worst-case scenario even when there is no evidence of harm. A Stuff editorial said
embracing gene editing "could have huge benefits for New Zealand's primary industries." See more

e A campaign by anti-biotech NGO HOMEF urged activist groups to sign its manifesto opposing biotechnology and
demanding a ban on open-air experiments. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 3, 2018
Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 9:04:25 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new discussion paper on gene editing from New Zealand's
Royal Society. A new survey highlighted consumer confusion over GMOs and labeling.

e New Zealand's Royal Society Te Aparangi released a discussion paper on new plant breeding techniques (NBTSs)
and how they could impact the region's key industries. A news release from the group highlighted potential uses
in dairy and conservation. The Royal Society previewed public workshops on the paper scheduled for later in the
month. See more

e As a part of its "Get to Know GMO Month" campaign, the industry-backed outreach group GMO Answers released
the results of an online survey demonstrating that most U.S. consumers are still confused about genetically
modified foods. Agricultural and food news sites reported on the survey; Food Dive noted that nearly a third of
respondents had no concerns about GMO foods while another third were interested in learning more. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 2, 2018
Date: Tuesday, October 2, 2018 9 00:41 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included farm and environmental group responses to the new proposals on
a North American Free Trade Agreement. In Nigeria, local media outlets continued to amplify a Health of Mother Earth
Foundation campaign against the country's biosafety agency.

e U.S. and international news outlets reported on stakeholder responses to the announcement that the U.S., Mexico
and Canada had reached an agreement on a new free-trade deal. Echoing concerns from Food & Water Watch,
published yesterday, Common Dreams and Agence-France Presse reported that Greenpeace, Sierra Club and
other environmental NGOs were warning that the new proposal could significantly impact environmental
regulations across the region. The Wall Street Journal reported that U.S. agricultural groups were largely in favor
of the deal. See more

e Nigeria's Blueprint and EnviroNews Nigeria amplified the joint campaign by Health of Mother Earth Foundation
(HOMEF) and the Alliance for Food Sovereignty Africa (AFSA) targeting Nigeria's National Biosafety Management
Agency over supposedly "lax" enforcement of biosafety guidelines. Blueprint summarized activists' concerns over
the illegal importation of GM maize by WACOT Ltd. last year, while EnviroNews Nigeria linked the statement to
the testing of GM mosquitoes under the Target Malaria project. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Asia

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Asia during today's monitoring. Click the link
below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Oct. 1, 2018
Date: Monday, October 1, 2018 9 00:29 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included media reports on Bolivian agricultural producers' calls for
liberalizing GM crop cultivation.

e Bolivian agricultural producers re-launched their campaign to revise the country's GMO law in order to allow GM
crop cultivation, following a 30-day ultimatum issued in September that had demanded a government response to
their proposals. In weekend reports, regional farming leaders reported that the National College of Agronomists
was working with the government on a draft proposal. Speaking to El Deber today, the president of the Santa
Cruz Agricultural Development Foundation said that accepting GM technology could help reduce the footprint of
local agriculture and ensure food security. See more

¢ Argentina's AIM Digital reported that lawmakers will discuss revisions to the country's seed law on Tuesday (Oct.
2). The report noted that commercial and smallholder agricultural groups were divided on the law, with peasant
farming organizations calling for the right to reuse seed. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 28-30, 2018
Date: Sunday, September 30, 2018 9:03:32 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included the U.N. Human Rights Council approving the
Declaration of Peasant Rights. A Cornell Alliance for Science article cautioned biotech advocates about the U.N.
Biodiversity Conference in November.

e La Via Campesina announced the U.N. Human Rights Council passed a declaration on peasant rights, which had
been debated for 17 years, by a 33-3 vote. The entire U.N. will vote on the declaration in November. According to
La Via Campesina's news release, the proposal recognizes peasant rights to "conserve, use, exchange and sell
their seeds" and reinforces "food sovereignty, the fight against climate change and the conservation of
biodiversity." See more

e Cornell Alliance for Science legal affairs fellow Pablo Orozco warned that nations could limit access to new biotech
applications at the upcoming U.N. Biodiversity Conference in Egypt. Orozco said an excessively "precautionary
mindset" could impede technology applications such as synthetic biology and gene editing. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 27, 2018
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2018 9:05:12 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued debate on the European Court of Justice decision to
regulate gene-editing techniques. Health of Mother Earth Foundation activist Nnimmo Bassey spoke out against GMOs
and Nigeria's National Biosafety Management Agency.

e Three Swedish university officials commented on the EU court's gene editing ruling, saying it threatens the EU's
future food supply and harms work to reduce environmental impact. Norwegian philosopher Philosopher Svein
Anders Noer Lie criticized Norway's Biotechnology Council for supporting gene editing, claiming their views are
based on the outdated perception that one gene leads to a trait. Germany Bioeconomy Council member Christine
Lang said the court's ruling is purely legal but it does not do justice to science or technology. InfOGM's Eric
Meunier complained the European Commission has not acted following the ruling, leaving the EU and member
states without tools to enforce the ruling, noting concerns that companies could "cheat." See more

e Bassey spoke at HOMEF's workshop for journalists in Nigeria, claiming GMOs are not necessary to feed the
population. Bassey also called for a review of the National Biosafety Management Agency, the 2015 Act that
formed it and the agency's process for issuing GMO permits. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 26, 2018
Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 9 00 57 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included several French and Italian media reports of upcoming European
Biotech Week events. Activist Nnimmo Bassey criticized Target Malaria in an interview with a U.S. news program and
later published commentary amplifying those concerns.

e European media outlets reported on outreach events being held in support of European Biotech Week.
Researchers with France's National Institute of Agricultural Research and Italy's National Research Council were
scheduled to appear at lectures highlighting GM crop benefits as well as the potential of new plant breeding
techniques (NBTs). See more

¢ In an interview with National Public Radio's "All Things Considered," Health of Mother Earth Foundation director
Nnimmo Bassey criticized the Target Malaria project's plan to release genetically modified mosquitoes. Bassey
claimed that Africans were being unwillingly recruited into an experiment on unproven technologies. In separate
commentary, Bassey noted that his recent "biosafety training" event highlighted how little Africans understood or
needed biotechnology. See more

e Greenpeace Mexico issued a statement urging President-elect Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador's administration to
remove current agricultural officials, claiming that regulatory agencies had ignored warnings about illegal GM soy
cultivation and transgenic contamination. The statement was amplified in Contra Linea. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 25, 2018
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2018 9:01:23 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included calls from French and Italian activists asking EU agriculture
ministers to push for new farming models in Europe's future Common Agriculture Policy. La Via Campesina highlighted
an upcoming U.N. vote on a peasant rights bill, and in Nigeria anti-GMO activists held a "biosafety training" for
journalists.

e Commentary from Confederation Paysanne and FederBio this week addressed the informal meeting of EU
agriculture ministers, which ended today. The two groups independently called for the region to utilize the next
Common Agricultural Policy as a means of transitioning from current agricultural models to a more sustainable
agroecology approach. In contrast, the agriculture minister from Upper Austria issued a statement today calling
for EU and Austrian regulators to revise current genetic engineering regulations. Citing the recent drought,
Minister Franz Reisecker said European farmers needed access to improved crops developed through new plant
breeding techniques. See more

e The Argentina chapter of CLOC-La Via Campesina issued a statement summarizing support for the ongoing
campaign for U.N. recognition of peasant rights. The statement noted that the Human Rights Council is expected
to vote on the proposal late this week. See more

e Health of Mother Earth Foundation's Nnimmo Bassey, in a series of tweets, summarized the organization's
"biosafety training" program for local journalists, held today. Speakers included environmental activists, public
relations consultants and researchers critical of GMO crops broadly and the National Biosafety Management
Agency in particular. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 24, 2018
Date: Monday, September 24, 2018 9:01:36 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the start of biotechnology week in Europe and a new campaign
from a U.S. think tank criticizing misleading Non-GMO Project labeling.

e Supportive stakeholders in Europe and Canada marked the launch of the European Biotech Week as well as the
broader Global Biotechnology Week. European activities will include screenings of the Dutch film "Well Fed" and
the U.S. film "Food Evolution." BIOSpain will also hold its annual congress this week. News releases from
Canadian groups Ag-West Bio and the Prince Edward Island Biosciences Cluster noted activities to celebrate the
week. See more

e The U.S. think tank Information Technology and Innovation Foundation (ITIF) launched a citizens' petition
questioning the use of Non-GMO Project labels, arguing that the labels are often misleading and constitute
"misbranding" under Food and Drug Administration laws regulating food marketing. The group called for a
prohibition on all non-GMO labels and symbols. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 21-23, 2018
Date: Sunday, September 23, 2018 11:11:27 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included Swiss voters defeating two food initiatives, including
one that would have banned GMOs permanently.

e Swiss voters defeated a food sovereignty initiative, which would have banned GMOs, by a margin of 61 percent to
39 percent. They defeated a second food initiative intended to promote sustainable, animal-friendly production
methods by imposing Swiss standards on all food imports. Government officials opposed the initiatives, saying
they would increase food prices and interfere with trade agreements. Afterward, the Small Farmers Association
said although the initiatives failed, the effort got consumers to think about food being produced in fair conditions
and in a manner friendly to animals and the environment. See more

¢ U.N. Human Rights special rapporteur Hilal Elver released a report criticizing Argentina's government, saying 4
million people in the country suffer from food insecurity as government officials promote GM corn and GM soy
production for export. Elver wrote that promoting agroecology would enable more production from small farmers
and would lessen the environmental impact. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during this weekend's monitoring.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 20, 2018
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2018 9:00:25 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reports the U.K's trade minister plans to roll back U.K. food
regulations for a trade deal with the U.S. Continued developments on lab-grown meat included journalists sampling
cell-cultured sausage and a $3 million grant for research.

e Business Insider reported U.K. trade secretary Liam Fox plans to ease up on EU food regulations to allow for a
trade deal with the U.S. by using "Henry the 8th powers." British MP Barry Gardiner said that "lower
environmental standards, chlorine-washed chicken and hormone-fed beef is not a dream but a nightmare." U.K.
Treasury Minister Liz Truss, in a speech to the Cato Institute, criticized EU regulations that hold back business
interests. The Cato Institute, a U.S. think tank, today released a report calling for U.K. environmental deregulation
to pave the way for a trade agreement. See more

e Startup lab-grown meat company New Age Meat hosted a news conference and offered journalists a sample of a
cell-cultured sausage. Erin Brodwin of Business Insider reported, "It tasted like meat." Brodwin said the lab-grown
sausage may have been a bit dry and crumbly, but there were no glaring differences. The Good Food Institute
announced it is offering $3 million in grants to universities or startup companies to research plant-based and cell-
based meat. The North Dakota Stockmen's Association also announced it doesn't mind competing against lab-
grown meat, but the products must be labeled accurately. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 19, 2018
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2018 9 02:44 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included several new statements from researchers and scientific
organizations calling for the EU to take an open stance on new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). In India, activists
criticized Bt cotton use.

e Several scientific researchers and organizations issued commentary on the European Union's policy for regulating
new plant breeding techniques. In Italy, a Tuesday press event organized by the Associazione Luca Coscioni
prompted noteworthy regional coverage of the group's efforts to ensure Italy clarified its policies on NBTs. Writing
in Il Piccolone, the director of the International Centre For Genetic Engineering And Biotechnology similarly said
that the recent "unscientific" European court decision on NBTs required a reassessment of the region's GMO
regulations. An editorial in the German science outlet Transparenz Gentechnik offered similar arguments. See
more

e In messaging coordinated by the activist coalition India for Safe Food (IFSF), commentary in Financial Express
and The Logical Indian claimed that yield benefits from Bt cotton had been overstated. The two articles also cited
a classified 2013 report from a Technical Expert Committee on GM crop use in the country, which stated that
some experts interviewed had identified adverse effects on milk production in dairy cows given Bt cottonseed
versus cows fed on non-Bt cottonseed. See more

¢ In Germany, the Tuesday launch of Bayer's Future of Farming Dialogue generated media coverage of the
company's efforts to promote sustainable agricultural technologies, including gene editing. The event runs
through Thursday. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 18, 2018
Date: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 9:04:28 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring included a farmer-authored piece for Cornell Alliance for Science warning
about the ignorance around biotech. It also featured campaigns by anti-GMO groups attacking U.S. efforts to produce
synbio fabrics and gene editing in Australia.

e A Ghanian farmer wrote for Cornell Alliance for Science warning about the ignorance, lack of understanding and
misinformation about biotech. He argues that the refusal to adopt biotech is a bigger threat to health than the
adoption of GMOs. See more

e The anti-GMO organization ETC Group issued a news release announcing the publication of report along with
natural textile collaborative Fibershed claiming Patagonia's partnership with Bolt Threads to produce synbio fabric
will threaten ecosystems and livelihoods. A coinciding campaign by ETC Group and Vandana Shiva sounds the
alarm on GE clothes and highlights Patagonia's efforts around synbio fabrics. See more

e On the heels of yesterday's email campaign by Friends of the Earth Australia urging state ministers to ignore
agency recommendations on products of gene editing, GE-Free New Zealand called on the country's minister for
food safety to persuade Australia to regulate new gene-editing techniques, arguing that the only other solution is
New Zealand's withdrawal from the trans-Tasman Food Standards Australia NZ. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 17, 2018
Date: Monday, September 17, 2018 9:02:54 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new Friends of the Earth campaign targeting gene-editing
regulations in Australia. In Ecuador, a workshop on gene editing generated positive media coverage.

e Friends of the Earth Australia issued a new email-generating campaign targeting state ministers, urging them to
ignore agency recommendations on products of gene editing. The group cited a European Court of Justice opinion
and a recent Friends of the Earth U.S. report to argue that crops and foods developed with new plant breeding
techniques (NBTs) should be assessed similarly to products developed through older genetic modification
technology. See more

e Ecuador's El Universo, following a weekend report on the issue, today highlighted commentary from U.S.
researcher Wayne Parrott on the potential benefits of gene editing and other genetic modification techniques.
Parrott had presented at a Sept. 4-5 conference organized by the National Institute of Agricultural Research and
U.S. Department of Agriculture. See more

e News outlets in Africa previewed the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, which began today and
runs through Friday. U.N. officials urged civil society groups in the region to engage with lawmakers and
consumers to help "shape innovative solutions" to environmental problems. See more

e The Honolulu Star-Advertiser published an op-ed that credited biotechnology for saving the papaya and criticized
the Non-GMO Project as the "worst offender" when it comes to making products of biotechnology seem
dangerous or unhealthy. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 14-16, 2018
Date: Sunday, September 16, 2018 9:03:26 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included responses to an open letter from biotech stakeholders
to the U.K.'s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). The South Australian government
announced an economics professor will review the costs and benefits of the state's GMO moratorium.

¢ A Defra spokesman and an anti-biotech NGO responded to a letter from 32 scientific leaders requesting input on
the U.K.'s biotech policy following Brexit. Defra released a statement that said the government will take a science-
based approach to the issue, further noting its view is that gene-edited organisms should not be regulated as
GMOs if DNA changes could have occurred naturally. GMWatch responded that the U.K. "would be insane to
regulate gene-edited crops differently” than the EU because the EU will remain its biggest trade partner. The
GMWatch article also claimed the letter authors "show their narrow and reductionist mindset" by equating
innovation with "freedom to sneak hidden GMOs into our food supply." See more

e The South Australian government announced Kym Anderson, emeritus economics professor for the University of
Adelaide, will conduct an independent study of the costs and benefits of the state's GMO moratorium. Australia's
In Daily news site reported that Anderson is a "pro-GM researcher" who in 2014 told the publication there is no
proof that GMOs pose health risks and that evidence is "pretty skimpy" the GM ban offers any marketing
benefits. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 13, 2018
Date: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:01:41 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included U.K. research groups asking the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs to initiate a discussion on gene editing. An Italian professor called attention to a study that
indicates organic fruit growers and the environment would benefit from using GM fruit trees. New Zealand's former
chief science adviser said if his country is serious about fighting global warming, it should reconsider its rejection of
GMOs.

e The U.K.'s John Innes Centre joined 32 other organizations in signing a letter to Defra calling for a round-table
discussion with stakeholders on plotting a way forward for research and new plant breeding techniques following
an EU court decision that would govern them under the GMO Directive. The letter notes the groups believe
significant questions must be addressed if the U.K. is to use innovation to boost plant productivity and meet
health and environmental protection challenges. See more

e The produce news site Fresh Plaza reported University of Bologna professor Luca Corelli Grappadelli said a Swiss
study indicates it would be better for organic fruit growers to use GM trees resistant to pests than to use
pesticides containing copper or sulfur. Grappadelli said the study by Urs Niggli found the GM trees had less impact
on the environment than those that used the natural pesticides and were more profitable due to lower cultivation
costs. See more

e The New Zealand Herald reported former chief scientist Peter Gluckman said the best way for New Zealand to
combat global warming is to use biotechnology. He pointed out that using GM ryegrass would drastically cut
methane production by the country's livestock industry. When a reporter expressed doubt people would want to
consume products from a cow grazing on GM grass, Gluckman pointed out people around the world already eat
meat and drink milk from cows that eat GM feed. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 12, 2018
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2018 9 01:31 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a South Australian MP's announcement that the region had
launched a review of its GMO moratorium.

e South Australia's Legislative Council announced that the Select Committee on the moratorium for GM crop
cultivation has convened and will accept submissions and offers of testimony until Oct. 19. Details on the
committee were limited, but a separate announcement indicated that the report is expected in early
December. See more

¢ Friends of the Earth and Logos Environmental released a joint report claiming that gene editing in agriculture risks
significant off-target genetic effects. Activist Janet Cotter had previously been active on the issue in January 2016,
when she published several articles on activist websites such as GMWatch and Beyond GM. See more

e European NGOs previewed events for the final week of September, including the upcoming International
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements' European Organic Congress (Sept. 25-26) and an event by
science advocacy group Associazione Luca Coscioni (Sept. 23) urging clarity on gene-editing regulations. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 11, 2018
Date: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 9:01:37 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a statement from peasant groups in Guatemala who linked
ongoing anti-corruption protests to other policies, such as GM crop use. In the U.S., media outlets amplified responses
to the Good Food Institute's recent conference.

e Anti-corruption protests targeting Guatemala's president, Jimmy Morales, took a new turn today when indigenous
groups from Totonicapan joined in efforts to block roads around the region. In statements to the media, the
groups linked the government's decision to dismantle an anti-competition agency to other business-friendly
policies, including the use of GM crops. See more

e U.S. media outlets reported on last week's Good Food Institute conference, where business leaders in synthetic
biology and agriculture highlighted the need to reduce the climate impact of traditional food production. Several
news outlets reported on a presentation from synthetic meat company Impossible Foods, noting ongoing
questions about the regulation and labeling of new lab-grown proteins. See more

e Canadian agriculture professor and science communicator Stuart Symth announced he would be touring Australia
this week (Sept. 11-14) to discuss the future regulation of new plant breeding technologies. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 10, 2018
Date: Monday, September 10, 2018 9:01:47 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Mexico's future head of Conacyt will increase focus on
socio-economic effects of science policies. An embargoed activist report plans to target gene editing, claiming the
technology has significant off-target effects.

e Mexican news outlets reported on a statement from the future head of Mexico's Council of Science and
Technology (Conacyt), Maria Elena AIvarez-BuyIIa, who said that the agency will be renamed to include
"Humanities" in its title. She highlighted the future administration's plans to incorporate ethics and social welfare
into its science policy decisions. AIvarez-BuyIIa is known for her activism for food sovereignty and against GM
maize. See more

e In an embargoed summary of a report scheduled for release on Wednesday (Sept. 12), Friends of the Earth and
Logos Environmental claim that gene editing must be closely regulated in light of recent studies showing potential
off-target changes in DNA. The groups argue that alternatives to gene editing are safer and more effective. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

News: New Zealand Herald reports on local debate about glyphosate following recent verdict against
Monsanto in California -Free NZ Hawke's Bg pokesman Adrian White argued there n econom
advantage to New Zealand removing glyphosate
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 7-9, 2018
Date: Sunday, September 9, 2018 10:14:18 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included discussion on a Swiss initiative that would ban GMOs.
French and Italian news sites questioned Burkina Faso's decision to release GM mosquitoes.

o Stakeholders commented on the Swiss food sovereignty and fair food initiatives on the Sept. 23 ballot that would
prohibit genetic engineering, establish state-controlled agriculture, require restrictions on imported food and move
toward a planned economy rather than a market-based economy. A news release from anti-biotech NGO La Via
Campesina claimed the proposals would protect the country from dependence on large agribusinesses that
accelerate climate change. The Swiss Free Democratic Party opposes the initiative, arguing it would create
unnecessary bureaucracy and are potentially harmful for consumers and the agricultural sector. See more

o European news reports criticized Burkina Faso's decision to release GM mosquitoes in an effort to eradicate
malaria. French news site Express called it a "high-risk operation" and a potential "Pandora's Box." Italian news
site il Giornale noted 445,000 people died of malaria in Africa and most were children. It also quoted a Futurism
article calling the operation very risky due to potential unforeseen circumstances. It also said due to the high
number of deaths due to malaria, the risk could be worth the reward. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 6, 2018
Date: Thursday, September 6, 2018 9 00:45 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included Germany's agriculture minister expressing interest in continued
debate on CRISPR and other gene-editing techniques. The U.S. Department of Agriculture sent the final rules on GMO
labeling to the federal Office of Management and Budget.

e Reuters reported that German Minister of Agriculture Julia Klockner said she wants further debate on gene-editing
methods in the country because they could help solve many agricultural problems. Klockner said the breeding
techniques could help breed drought-resistant plants. German Social Democratic Party and Green Party
spokesmen criticized Klockner for supporting gene editing and noted the EU Court of Justice decision was clear on
the matter. SPD spokesman Matthias Miersch said Klockner should submit a bill prohibiting GM plant cultivation.
See more

e Brownfield Ag News reported the USDA sent its final rules to OMB for a 90-day review period, although the period
can be extended. The revised rules were sent less than two months after the comment period closed. The
development was also mentioned in Politico's Morning Ag roundup. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 5, 2018
Date: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 9:03:39 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that peasant activists were protesting the Argentine
government's seed law discussions. The Heinrich Boll Foundation reissued its agricultural food "atlas" in Brazil.

e Farmers and activists with the Federacion Agraria Argentina (FAA) and the Unidn de Trabajadores de la Tierra
(UTT) organized a protest outside the National Congress today. The groups protested efforts to revise the
country's seed law, saying that efforts to strengthen patent oversight and enforcement would disenfranchise small
producers. The groups demanded that farmer representatives be included in the law's revisions. See more

e The Heinrich Boll Foundation and the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation revised and re-released a November 2017
report on how large corporations "control" food production, focusing the new version specifically on Brazil's role in
the food chain. Brazilian media outlets widely amplified the report, highlighting sections describing how the
companies lobby government officials and regulators. See more

e Researchers published comment in Nature questioning conclusions drawn by anti-biotechnology researchers
Michael Antoniou and Gilles-Eric Séralini in late 2016. The commentary notes questionable methodology in data
analysis and conclusions. Antoniou and Séralini responded, claiming that there was no "standardized"
methodology for -omics analysis. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Sept. 3-4, 2018
Date: Tuesday, September 4, 2018 9 01:50 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the launch of new campaigns from Swiss activists protesting
European policies on new plant breeding techniques (NBTs) and GM cassava research. Agricultural businesses
launched a new trade group in India. Bolivian producers gave the government an ultimatum on GM crop adoption.

e SwissAid issued a statement and spoke to local media outlets in opposition to work conducted by the University of
Zurich, which is trialing a transgenic, higher-starch cassava variety to improve post-harvest processing qualities.
Local news outlets noted that activists claimed Swiss researchers were exploiting looser environmental laws in
Africa; one report quoted Nigerian activist Nnimmo Bassey, who claimed Nigerians were "resigned" to being
guinea pigs without their consent. See more

e Swiss anti-biotechnology group Schweizer Allianz Gentechfrei, in coordination with other local activist groups,
delivered a petition to the country's Federal Council and Parliament demanding that products of new plant
breeding techniques (NBTs) be regulated as GMOs. The petition, which was also sponsored by the Association of
Small Farmers and the Swiss Alliance for Agriculture without Genetic Engineering, received nearly 26,000
signatures. See more

e Bolivian agricultural producers met to discuss ongoing negotiations over the country's potential use of GM crops;
participants demanded the government respond to their requests within 30 days so that farmers could potentially
access the GM crop varieties in time for the next planting season. The producers warned that without a response,
they would declare themselves in a "state of emergency" and outline coordinated actions at the group's next
assembly. See more

e Following up on initial plans announced in March, a coalition of seed and technology producers in India formally
launched the Alliance for Agri-Innovation. News outlets reported that the new group seeks to ensure a
coordinated approach to new technologies for improving agricultural sustainability and would promote technology-
friendly government policies. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Aug. 31-Sep. 2, 2018
Date: Sunday, September 2, 2018 9:33:46 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included media reporting on a study from a Westminster-based
think tank that touted advantages of large-scale production of lab-grown meat. In Mexico, indigenous groups refused
to re-open court-ordered consultations on GMO crops.

e A report from a U.K.-based think tank, the Adam Smith Institute, suggested that large-scale production of lab-
grown meat would be more sustainable than current methods. The institute's study indicated greenhouse gases
could be reduced by up to 96 percent while freeing up 99 percent of the land used to raise livestock. See more

e Mexican news sites reported Mayan groups accused authorities of allowing GMO cultivation in the area in
opposition to a court-ordered ban. The groups refused to re-open consultations on GMOs until a new
administration takes office. See more

Due to the Labor Day holiday, your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent on Tuesday, Sept. 4. Please check the
monitoring portal for updates in the meantime.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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